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Can my right to protest be legally restricted?
Yes – but only if the protest is violent. 

Police are allowed to place certain narrowly drawn “time, place and 
manner” restrictions on the exercise of your right — for example, 
by changing the route of the march so that rush-hour traffi c is less 
disrupted.

Where can I protest? 

Any “public place” such as roads, pavements and parks.

How about on private property? 
Owners of private property, such as shopping malls, can 
set rules against protests on their property. If you 
disobey the property owner’s rules, they can order 
you off their property (and have you arrested for 
trespassing if you do not comply).

Section 17 of the Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa says that: 

Everyone has the right, peacefully 
and unarmed, to assemble, to 
demonstrate, to picket and to 
present petitions.

The right to join with your comrades in a march or a picket is critical 
to a functioning democracy. But, unfortunately, it is also true that the 
government and the police may illegally violate this right by:

• the use of mass arrests 
• the illegal use of force
• the criminalisation of protest 
• and other means intended to stop your right to free public expression.

protestMy right to

Standing up for your right to protest can be diffi cult, especially when 
protests are met with violence. But knowing your rights is the most 
powerful weapon you have against police abuse. Read on to learn 
what you need to know before heading out to exercise your 
constitutionally protected right to protest.
what you need to know before heading out to exercise your 
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Do I need a permit before I protest? 
No. You do not need permission to protest. It is your 
constitutional right!

What about courts?
If you want to picket outside a court, or march to 
Parliament or the Union Buildings, then you do need 
special permission.

Can I protest anytime I like?
Yes. Choose any time and date you want for your 
protest. The law says you must give 7 days’ notice. If 
your protest is urgent, then you can give shorter notice, 
with reasons for the urgency.

Must I always give notice?
No. If you are 15 people or fewer, or if your protest is 
spontaneous, then you do not need to give notice. If you 
did not give notice in any such instance, you cannot be 
arrested.

permits?What about
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How do I give notice? 
Fill out the blank form on page 12 of this booklet and give it to your 
local metro police offi ce. They may have a similar form with their 
own letterhead, like the example one from Cape Town on page 16 of 
this booklet, but the content is the same. 

You should be able to email, fax or hand it in. See an example of a 
completed notifi cation form on page 19 of this booklet.

And if the police call me? 
The police may ask you to come to 
a meeting to talk about your plans 
for the protest. If so, they must call 
you to a meeting within 24 hours of 
your notice. The meeting is called 
a “section four” meeting (so called 
because meetings are discussed 
in Section 4 of the Regulation of 
Gatherings Act. See this Act at the 
back on the booklet on pages 24 to 
40). 

What happens then?
If you do not hear anything from the police, 
your protest is automatically legal.

Remember that giving noti ce is 
all you need to do. No permit is 
required. Just make sure you keep 
a copy of the noti ce form and 
bring it to the protest as proof.
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The law does not allow the police to demand the following:
• You do not need to get a letter of permission from the local councillor or traditional 

authority, or a confirmation letter from the body that you are protesting against.

• You do not have to pay a fee to get approval for the protest.

• You do not need to pay a deposit or sign an indemnity form in case of property damage.

• The police may even try to discourage you from protesting or tell you to go somewhere 
else to voice your demands rather than on the street. The police do not have the right to 
do this.

• Another trick the police may use is to wait until the last day before your planned gathering 
to call you to a “section four” meeting, and then try to make you change your plans 
or cancel the gathering when you have almost no time to respond or to inform your 
community. By law, they are not supposed to do this, but when it happens it puts you in a 
difficult position. If you suspect the authorities are going to try to do this (e.g. if they have 
done it before), you can try to demand a meeting well ahead of the planned protest.

Be polite. But stand up for your rights!
Check your rights in the Regulation of Gatherings Act at the back of this booklet.

What happens at the “section four” meeting?
The police are meeting you to negotiate arrangements for a safe protest, for you as well as 
bystanders and motorists. 

There must be a fair discussion involving everyone, but it should not be a one-sided process. 
However, the police are allowed to make a change to the planned route of the march or the 
starting time.

How do police abuse the law?
Before they allow a protest to go ahead, the police sometimes ask you to do extra things that 
may not be legal.

police?How to deal with the
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How do we challenge the police in court?
If you believe that your protest should not have been prohibited, you can apply to 
a Magistrate’s Court or the High Court and ask for permission to protest. Contact a 
human rights lawyer at one of these organisations for help:

Can the police ban or prohibit our protest?
After meeting with you, the police can only prohibit your protest if they write you a letter saying 
that the protest will:

• seriously disrupt traffi c; or

• put people’s safety at risk; or

• cause serious damage to property.

Can we still protest if it is prohibited?
If your protest still goes ahead, it will be treated as illegal. Anybody who goes to the protest is 
committing the criminal offence of “unlawful gathering” and can be arrested, charged, and if 
found guilty, sentenced to a maximum fi ne of R20 000 or one year in prison.

Right2Protest Project
Tel: 0800 212 111 (toll-free)

Centre for Applied Legal Studies 
Tel: 011 717 8600

Lawyers for Human Rights
Tel: 012 320 2943

Legal Aid South Africa
Tel: 011 877 2000

Legal Resources Centre
Tel: 011 836 9831

ProBono.Org
Tel: 011 339 6080

Public Protector
Tel: 012 366 7000

Right2Know Campaign
Tel: 021 447 1000

Socio-Economic Rights 
Institute of South Africa
Tel: 011 356 5860

South African Human 
Rights Commission
Tel: 011 877 3600

If you believe that your protest should not have been prohibited, you can apply to 
a Magistrate’s Court or the High Court and ask for permission to protest. Contact a 
human rights lawyer at one of these organisations for help:

Tel: 0800 212 111 (toll-free)

Centre for Applied Legal Studies 

Lawyers for Human Rights

Legal Resources Centre

Right2Know Campaign

Socio-Economic Rights 
Institute of South Africa
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rights
safe?

How do I 
protect my

 and

Before the “section four” meeting

• Plan your protest properly. Spend time on safety aspects like ensuring that 10% 
of participants are marshals.

• Notify the police of your protest as soon as possible rather than at the last 
minute.

• Keep a copy of the notice form as well as all other correspondence between you and the 
police.

• If you want to hand over a petition or memorandum to someone at the protest, make sure 
you tell them before the protest.

• Be aware that if you protest on a Friday and are arrested, you will most likely spend the 
weekend in jail.

At the “section four” meeting

• Some organisations invite other experienced comrades to attend the meeting 
with them to avoid being outnumbered or intimidated.

• At the start of the meeting, write down the name of each offi cial.

• At the end of the meeting, ask for a copy of the minutes of the meeting.

• It is a good idea to record the meeting on your phone in case any of the offi cials make a threat 
or say something that you can use in court. Let them know you are recording! If the police 
refuse to allow you, you can ask them to note their refusal in writing and in the minutes of 
the meeting.

• If you think that the authorities may try to stop the protest from going ahead, alert a lawyer 
or a trusted comrade so you can call them during the meeting to get advice. 

• If your march gets banned or prohibited and you need a lawyer to challenge it in court, they 
also need as much warning as possible.

• If the authorities try to ban or prohibit the protest, they must provide you with the reasons for 
this in writing.

keep myself
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At the protest

1. Make sure you have a copy of the notice form you submitted.
2. Keep a copy of useful documents, such as this guide or the FHR Protest Flyer.
3. Make sure your marshals are well organised and know the plan of action.
4. Make sure nobody at your protest is doing anything to be disruptive or cause 

violence.
5. Be ready to take photos or video of any police brutality or other abuses.
6. No matter what the law says about your rights, if police demand that you do 

something and are threatening to arrest you or beat you up, do what the police say.
7. Make sure you have lawyers, journalists or other comrades who you can call or 

message if you need help.

What do I do if I get stopped by the 
police?

Stay calm, be polite, and do not run. 

Do not argue, resist, or obstruct the police, even if 
you are innocent or you believe that the police are 
violating your rights. 

You must give your name if asked to identify 
yourself, but you do not have to provide an ID. 

Make sure to keep your hands where police can 
see them. 

Point out that you are not disrupting anyone else’s 
activity and that the Constitution protects your 
actions. 

Ask if you are free to leave. If the police say yes, 
walk away calmly and silently. If they do stop you 
from leaving, you can claim damages from the 
police for unlawful detention.
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And if I am under arrest?

1. Do not resist arrest, even if you believe the arrest is unfair. 
2. If you are under arrest, you have a right to ask why. 

Otherwise, say you wish to remain silent and ask for a 
lawyer immediately. 

3. Do not give any explanations or excuses. 
4. Do not say anything, sign anything, or make any decisions without a lawyer.

Can I be searched?

• You never have to consent to a search of yourself or your belongings. 
• Police may “pat down” your clothing if they suspect you have a weapon and may 

search you after an arrest. 
• You should not physically resist being searched, but you have the right to refuse 

consent for any further search.

When can the police use force?

These rules must be followed whether or not the protest is perceived to be illegal: 
• The police may only use force against protesters when it is necessary to prevent 

injury or death to a person or destruction of property, and when negotiation and 
all other measures have failed. 

• Before resorting to force, the police must give two warnings in at least two 
languages and give people reasonable time to disperse.

• The police may only use the minimum possible force under the circumstances. 
• The police can take immediate action against anyone trying to do serious injury 

to another person or do serious damage to property – using minimum possible 
force. 

• Except for personal defence, the police can only use force under the orders of 
the operational commander.

And if I am under arrest?

1. Do not resist arrest, even if you believe the arrest is unfair. 
2. If you are under arrest, you have a right to ask why. 

Otherwise, say you wish to remain silent and ask for a 
lawyer immediately. 

3. Do not give any explanations or excuses. 
4. Do not say anything, sign anything, or make any decisions without a lawyer.

Can I be searched?

• You never have to consent to a search of yourself or your belongings. 
• Police may “pat down” your clothing if they suspect you have a weapon and may 

search you after an arrest. 
• You should not physically resist being searched, but you have the right to refuse 

consent for any further search.

When can the police use force?

These rules must be followed whether or not the protest is perceived to be illegal: 
• The police may only use force against protesters when it is necessary to prevent 

injury or death to a person or destruction of property, and when negotiation and 
all other measures have failed. 

• Before resorting to force, the police must give two warnings in at least two 
languages and give people reasonable time to disperse.

• The police may only use the minimum possible force under the circumstances. 
• The police can take immediate action against anyone trying to do serious injury 

to another person or do serious damage to property – using minimum possible 
force. 

• Except for personal defence, the police can only use force under the orders of 
the operational commander.
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What weapons can the police use?

• All public order police must be equipped with a shield, a baton, 
pepper spray, stun grenades, a shotgun (rubber bullets) and a 
9 mm sidearm (live ammunition).

• During a protest, pepper spray and teargas may not be used 
unless ordered by the operational commander – and never in a confi ned space or 
stadium.

• Stun grenades may not be thrown directly at protesters and must be rolled to 
avoid injury.

• Rubber bullets may only be used to disperse a crowd in extreme circumstances, 
if less forceful methods have proven ineffective. 

• Live ammunition may not be used at a protest.

What do I do if my rights have been violated?

Remember: the street is not the place to challenge police misconduct. 
1. Do not physically resist police or threaten to fi le a complaint. 
2. As soon as you can, write down everything you remember, including the badge 

and police car numbers, which station the police were from, and any other 
details. 

3. Get contact information for witnesses. 
4. If you are injured, take photographs of your injuries (but seek medical attention 

fi rst). 
5. Once you have this information, you can fi le a written complaint with the 

Independent Police Investigative Department (IPID), or call their 
hotline: 0800 111 969.

6. Contact a legal representative if you feel your rights have been violated, see 
page 5 for the contact details of some legal representatives who may be able 
to assist you.

What weapons can the police use?

• All public order police must be equipped with a shield, a baton, 
pepper spray, stun grenades, a shotgun (rubber bullets) and a 
9 mm sidearm (live ammunition).

• During a protest, pepper spray and teargas may not be used 
unless ordered by the operational commander – and never in a confi ned space or 
stadium.

• Stun grenades may not be thrown directly at protesters and must be rolled to 
avoid injury.

• Rubber bullets may only be used to disperse a crowd in extreme circumstances, 
if less forceful methods have proven ineffective. 

• Live ammunition may not be used at a protest.

What do I do if my rights have been violated?

Remember: the street is not the place to challenge police misconduct. 
1. Do not physically resist police or threaten to fi le a complaint. 
2. As soon as you can, write down everything you remember, including the badge 

and police car numbers, which station the police were from, and any other 
details. 

3. Get contact information for witnesses. 
4. If you are injured, take photographs of your injuries (but seek medical attention 

fi rst). 
5. Once you have this information, you can fi le a written complaint with the 

Independent Police Investigative Department (IPID), or call their 
hotline: 0800 111 969.

6. Contact a legal representative if you feel your rights have been violated, see 
page 5 for the contact details of some legal representatives who may be able 
to assist you.
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Do I have the right to photograph or 
videotape during protests?

Yes. When you are lawfully present in any public space, 
you have the right to photograph anything that is in plain 
view. That includes pictures of government buildings, 
transport facilities, and the police. 

You may not photograph national key points. When you 
are on private property, the property owner may set 
rules about the taking of photographs or video. 

Police may not confi scate or demand to view your 
digital photographs or video without a warrant, nor 
may they delete your photographs or video under any 
circumstances. However, they may legitimately order 
citizens to cease activities that are truly interfering with 
legitimate law enforcement operations.

Photographing
protests

Do I have the right to photograph or 
videotape during protests?

Yes. When you are lawfully present in any public space, 
you have the right to photograph anything that is in plain 
view. That includes pictures of government buildings, 
transport facilities, and the police. 

You may not photograph national key points. When you 
are on private property, the property owner may set 
rules about the taking of photographs or video. 

Police may not confi scate or demand to view your 
digital photographs or video without a warrant, nor 
may they delete your photographs or video under any 
circumstances. However, they may legitimately order 
citizens to cease activities that are truly interfering with 
legitimate law enforcement operations.
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 NOTICE UNDER REGULATION OF GATHERINGS ACT 
 

To: The Responsible Officer 

 

Name: ______________ 

Designation: ____________ 

Organisation represented: ____________ 

Fax number: ____________ 

Email address: ____________ 

 

I am aware of the provisions of the Regulation of Gatherings Act, 1993 (Act No. 205 

of 1993) and wish to notify you in terms of section 3 of the Act of an intended 

gathering. The particulars of the gathering are as follows: 
 
 
1. CONVENOR 
 
 Name Address Telephone 

Number 
Facsimile 
Number 

Email 
address 

Convener      

Deputy 
Convener 

     

 
 
2. ORGANISATION 
 
The convener is acting on behalf of the (state the full name of the organisation) 
 
 

 

 
 
3. THE GATHERING 
 
 
3.1 The purpose of the gathering is to 
 
 

 

A. Blank notification of gathering form
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 Page 2 
 

3.2 The gathering will be held 
 

Time Date Duration 

   

 
 
3.3 The venue for the gathering is (give full particulars of the place) 
 
 

 

 
 
3.4 We anticipate the following number of participants to attend the gathering:  

(insert number of participants) ________________ 

 

3.5 Marshals: 

 

3.5.1 We have appointed the following number of marshals:  

(insert number of marshals) ________________ 

3.5.2 The marshals shall be made identifiable in the following manner:  

(insert identification of marshals, e.g. colour of armbands) 

________________ 

3.5.3 The names of these marshals are: 

 

(insert names of marshals) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.6 If the gathering is in the form of a procession or march (not applicable for 

picket): 

13



 Page 3 
 

 

3.6.1 State the exact and complete route of the procession (attach separate sheet 

of paper if necessary): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.6.2 The participants will assemble at (time) ________at (place) 

_________________ 

3.6.3 The procession will commence at (time) __________ at (place) 

______________ 

3.6.4 The procession will end at (time) __________ at (place) _________________ 

and the participants will disperse (time) ________  

3.6.5 The participants will be transported to the place of assembly by (state mode 

of transport) _____________ and from the point of dispersal by 

______________ 

3.6.6 The number and types of vehicles to form part of the procession are 

_________ 

____________________ 

3.6.7 Parking for vehicles and buses ____________________________ 

3.6.8 Toilet facilities / water points ______________________________ 

3.6.9 Resting places along the route ____________________________ 

3.6.10 If the procession shall pass within a radius of 100 metres from a court 

building, attach the written permission from the magistrate. 

 

4. TIME OF NOTICE 

 

If notice if given later than seven days before the gathering, state reasons why notice 

was not given timeously: 
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 Page 4 
 

5. PETITIONS 

 

We wish to hand over a petition to (name or designation of person to receive the 

memorandum) 

 

 
at (place where petition must be handed over) 

 

 

The above person was notified on _______________ (date) at __________ (place) 

of the above arrangement. 

 

 

____________________________ 

(Signature of convenor) 

 

Name of convenor: ____________________________  

 

Date: ____________________________ Place: _____________________ 
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THIS CITY WORKS FOR YOU     ESI SIXEKO SISEBENZELA WENA     HIERDIE STAD WERK VIR JOU 

 
 Civic Centre Iziko loLuntu Burgersentrum 

12 Hertzog Boulevard 12 Hertzog Boulevard Hertzog-Boulevard 12 
Cape Town 8001 Cape Town 8001 Kaapstad 8001 
P O Box 298, Cape Town 8000 P O Box 298, Cape Town 8000 Posbus 298, Kaapstad 8000 
Ask for: René Everts Cela: René Everts Vra vir: René Everts 
Tel: 021400 1479 Umnxeba: 021 400 1479 Tel: 021 400 1479 
Fax: 0862012394 Ifeksi: 0862012394 Faks: 0862012394 
E-mail: renenancirene.everts@capetown.gov.za 
Webmail: http://www.capetown.gov.za 

 
City of Cape Town – Gatherings  
 

 
APPLICATION FOR PROCESSION, DEMONSTRATION OR GATHERING 
IN TERMS OF REGULATION OF GATHERINGS ACT NO. 205 OF 1993 

 
 
 

1. ORGANISATION 
The Convener is acting on behalf of: (indicate the full name of the organisation) 

  Name of organisation:  
 Organisation’s Address:  
   
   
2. CONVENOR 
2.1 Name:  

 

 
 
Identity Number: 
 
Physical Home Address: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............  
(Please submit certified copies of ID documents of Convenor, Deputy Convenor and Chief 
Marshall ) 

   
 Telephone  
 Facsimile  
 Cellular  
 E-mail  
   
 DEPUTY CONVENOR 
2.2 Name:  

 

 
Identity Number: 
 
Physical Home Address: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

   
 Telephone  
 Facsimile  
 Cellular  
 E-mail  
   
3. THE PURPOSE OF THE GATHERING: 
   
   
   
   
   
   

B. Cape Town notification of gathering form
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/Volumes/LEITH'S BIG/A_DESIGN/FHR/fhrguideforfinalisation/02_B_ Cape Town's form.doc

2

4. The procession, demonstration or gathering will be held as follows:
DATE TIME DURATION

5. Number of participants to attend the procession, demonstration or gathering: ………………….

6
6.

6.1

6.2

Number of marshals appointed to control the procession, demonstration or gathering ………………….

Identified by (e.g. red arm bands) ………………….

The Chief Marshall will be:
Name:

Physical Home Address:

Cellular

7. Route of the procession, demonstration or gathering: 

8. Venue for the procession, demonstration or gathering (name of place)

8.1 The participants will assemble at (time) ……..…... at (place)  ……………………………………………..………………..

8.2
The procession, demonstration or gathering will commence at approximately (time) ………..… from (place) 

…………………………………………….. and the participants will disperse by no later than (time) ………………..……

8.3
Mode of transport to the place of assembly: …………………………..……………….. and

Mode of transport from the point of dispersal: ………………..…………………………..

8.4 The number and types of vehicles to form part of the march

9. LATE APPLICATIONS
The reasons why notice was not given timeously are:

17



 

THIS CITY WORKS FOR YOU     ESI SIXEKO SISEBENZELA WENA     HIERDIE STAD WERK VIR JOU 

 
  

10. PETITIONS 
Indicate name of person to receive the memorandum. 

  
  

10.1 Was the recipient of the memorandum informed? 
 Yes  No 
  

10.2 If yes, who was informed? (state name and contact number) 
  

  

 
11. OTHER DETAILS 
 Please indicate what arrangements have been made for: 
11.1 Parking for vehicles and busses  
  
  
  

11.2 Toilet facilities, water points, etc. 
  
  

  

11.3 OTHER 
  

  

  

 
 
SIGNED AT ……………………………………………………….ON THIS DAY ………………OF …………………………………….. 2015. 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
NAME/(S) & SURNAME OF APPLICANT / CONVENOR (PLEASE PRINT IN CAPITAL LETTERS) 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………… 
SIGNAUTRE OF APPLICANT / CONVENOR 
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C. Example of completed notification form
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Metro police contact details from around the country 

 
Johannesburg: 

Sgt Nkuna 
011 490 15903 

30085394@joburg.org.za 
Sgt Kau 076 167 9733 

 
Tshwane: 

Supt Hilda Mohale 
012 358 9808 

HiloahM@tshwane.gov.za 
 

Ekurhuleni: 
By-laws dept 

011 999 0176/0211 
info@ekurhuleni.com 

 
Cape Town: 
Irwin Robson 
021 400 1434 

Irwin.Robson@capetown.gov.za or 
 

Anele Viti 
021 400 1652 

Anele.Viti@capetown.gov.za 
 

Ethekwini: 
031 311 2988 

Mr John Vorster 
john.vorster@durban.gov.za 

 
Mangaung: 
Col Ninabel 

079 516 6076 
mokoenamp@saps.gov.za 

 
Nelson Mandela Bay: 

Zinzi Ndwangu 
zndwangu@mandelametro.gov.za 

 
Buffalo City: 

Divisional Commander 
Mr Snyman 

043 705 9094 
davidsn@buffalocity.gov.za 

 
Kimberley: 

Alfred Maselesele 
053 830 6911 

amaselesele@solplaatje.org.za 
 

Polokwane: 
015 290 2437 

Reginald 
reginaldr@polokwane.gov.za 

083 670 4004 
joeyg@polokwane.gov.za 

D. Metro police contact details from around the country
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NO. 205 OF 1993: REGULATION OF GATHERINGS ACT, 1993.

It is hereby notified that the State President has assented to the following Act which is
hereby published for general information:

ACT

To regulate the holding of public gatherings and demonstrations at certain
places; and to provide for matters connected therewith.

(English text signed by the State President.)
(Assented to 14 January 1994.)

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS every person has the right to assemble with other persons and to
express his views on any matter freely in public and to enjoy the protection of the
State while doing so;

AND WHEREAS the exercise of such right shall take place peacefully and with
due regard to the rights of others:

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the State President and the Parliament of the
Republic of South Africa, as follows:-

Definitions

1.   In this Act, unless the context otherwise indicates-
(i) "Authorized member" means a member of the Police authorized in terms of
section 2(2) to represent the Police as contemplated in the said section; (iii)
(ii) "Branch", in relation to an organization, includes-
(a) Any section or committee of the organization; and
(b) Any local, regional or subsidiary body forming part of the organization; (xii)
(iii) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of the South African Police
appointed in terms of section 3 of the Police Act, 1958 (Act No. 7 of 1958), and
includes a regional commissioner as defined in the said Act; (iv)
(iv) "Convener" means-
(a) Any person who, of his own accord, convenes a gathering-, and
(b) In relation to any organization or branch of any organization, any person
appointed by such organization or branch in terms of section 2(1); (xi)
(v) "Demonstration" includes any demonstration by one or more persons, but not
more than 15 persons, for or against any person, cause, action or failure to take
action; (i)
(vi) "Gathering" means any assembly, concourse or procession of more than 15
persons in or on any public road as defined in the Road Traffic Act, 1989 (Act No.
29 of 1989), or any other public place or premises wholly or partly open to the air-

E. Regulation of Gatherings Act
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(a) At which the principles, policy, actions or failure to act of any government,
political party or political organization, whether or not that party or organization is
registered in terms of any applicable law, are discussed, attacked, criticized,
promoted or propagated; or
(b) Held to form pressure groups, to hand over petitions to any person, or to
mobilize or demonstrate support for or opposition to the views, principles, policy,
actions or omissions of any person or body of persons or institution. Including
any government, administration or governmental institution, (ii)
(vii) "Local authority" means any local authority as defined in section I of the
Promotion of Local Government Affairs Act. 1983

(Act No. 91 of 1983), within whose area of jurisdiction a gathering takes place or
is to take place, but does not
Include a regional services council or a joint services board in respect of the area
of jurisdiction of another local authority; (ix)
(viii) "Magistrate" means a magistrate appointed in terms of the Magistrates,
Courts Act, 1944 (Act No. 32 of 1944); (v)
(ix) "Marshal" means any person appointed as such in terms of section 8(1): (xiii)
(x) "Minister" means the Minister of Law and Order; (vi)
(xi) "Organization" means any association, group or body of persons, whether or
not such association, group or body has been incorporated, established or
registered in accordance with any law; (viii)
(xii) "Peace committee" means a local committee or a regional committee as
defined in section 1 of the Internal Peace Institutions Act, 1992 (Act No. 135 of
1992), and contemplated in the National Peace Accord signed at Johannesburg
on 14 September 1991; (xv)
(xiii) "Police" means the South African Police mentioned in section 2 of the Police
Act, 1958 (Act No. 7 of 1958), and includes any body of persons established or
enrolled under any law and exercising or performing the powers, duties and
functions of a police force, but does not include any body of traffic officers; (x)
(xiv) "Responsible officer" means a person appointed in terms of section 2(4) (a)
as responsible officer or deputy responsible officer, and includes any person
deemed in terms of section 2(4) (b) to be a responsible officer; (xiv)
(xv) "Riot damage" means any loss suffered as a result of any injury to or the
death of any person, or any damage to or destruction of any property, caused
directly or indirectly by, and immediately before, during or after, the holding of a
gathering. (vii)

CHAPTER 1

Appointment of conveners, authorized members and responsible officers

2. (1) (a) An organization or any branch of an organization intending to hold a
gathering shall appoint-
(i) A person to be responsible for the arrangements for that gathering and to be
present thereat, to give notice in terms of section 3 and to act on its behalf at any
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consultations or negotiations contemplated in section 4, or in connection with any
other procedure contemplated in this Act at which his presence is required; and
(ii) A deputy to a person appointed in terms of subparagraph (i).
(b) Such organization or branch, as the case may be, shall forthwith notify the
responsible officer concerned of the names and addresses of the persons so
appointed and the responsible officer shall notify the Authorized member
concerned accordingly.
(c) If a person appointed in terms of paragraph (a) is or -becomes unable to
perform or to continue to perform his functions in terms of this Act, the
organization or branch, as the case may be, shall forthwith appoint another
person in his stead, and a person so appointed shall be deemed to have been
appointed in terms of paragraph (a): Provided that after the Appointment of a
person in terms of this paragraph, no further such appointment shall be made,
except with the approval of the responsible officer concerned.

(2) (a) The Commissioner or a person authorized thereto by him shall authorize a
suitably qualified and experienced member of the Police, either in general or in a
particular case, to represent the Police at consultations or negotiations
contemplated in section 4 and to perform such other functions as are conferred
or imposed upon an authorized member by this Act, and shall notify all local
authorities or any local authority concerned of every such authorization and of
the name, rank and address of any authorized member concerned. (b) If an
authorized member is or becomes unable to perform or to continue to perform his
functions in terms of this Act, the Commissioner or a person authorized thereto
by him shall forthwith designate another member of the Police to act in his stead,
either in general or in a particular case, and the member so designated shall be
deemed to have been authorized in terms of paragraph (a) for the purposes
contemplated in the said paragraph: Provided that after the designation of a
member of the Police in terms of this paragraph, no further such designation
shall be made, except with the approval of the responsible officer concerned.

(3) If any consultations, negotiations or proceedings in terms of this Act at which
the presence of a convener or an authorized member is required, are to take
place and such convener or member is not available, such consultations or
negotiations or other proceedings may be conducted in the absence of such
convener or member, and the organization or Police, as the case may be, shall
be bound by the result of such consultations, negotiations or proceedings as if it
or they had agreed thereto.

(4) (a) A local authority within whose area of jurisdiction a gathering is to take
place or the management or executive committee of such local authority shall
appoint a suitable person, and a deputy to such person, to perform the functions,
exercise the powers and discharge the duties of a responsible officer in terms of
this Act.
(b) If, for any reason, a local authority has not made an appointment in terms of
paragraph (a) when a convener is required to give notice in terms of section 3(2)
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or when a member of the Police is required to submit information in terms of
section 3(5)(a), such notice shall be given or such information shall be submitted
to the chief executive officer or, in his absence, his immediate junior, who shall
thereupon be deemed to be the responsible officer in regard to the gathering in
question for all the purposes of this Act.

Notice of gatherings

3. (1) The convener of a gathering shall give notice in writing signed by him of the
intended gathering in accordance with the provisions of this section: Provided
that if the convener is not able to reduce a proposed notice to writing the
responsible officer shall at his request do it for him.

(2) The convener shall not later than seven days before the date on which the
gathering is to be held, give notice of the gathering to the responsible officer
concerned: Provided that if it is not reasonably possible for the convener to give
such notice earlier than seven days before such date, he shall give such notice at
the earliest opportunity: Provided further that if such notice is given less than 48
hours before the commencement of the gathering, the responsible officer may by
notice to the convener prohibit the gathering.

(3) The notice referred to in subsection (1) shall contain at least the following
information:
(a) The name, address and telephone and facsimile numbers, if any, of the
convener and his deputy;
(b) The name of the organization or branch on whose behalf the gathering is
convened or, if it is not so convened, a statement that it is convened by the
convener;
(c) The purpose of the gathering;
(d) The time, duration and date of the gathering;
(e) The place where the gathering is to be held;
(f) The anticipated number of participants;
(g) The proposed number and, where possible, the names of the marshals who
will be appointed by the convener, and how the marshals will be distinguished
from the other participants in the gathering;
(h) In the case of a gathering in the form of a procession-
(i) The exact and complete route of the procession;
(ii) The time when and the place at which participants in the procession are to
assemble, and the time when and the place from which the procession is to
commence:
(iii) The time when and the place where the procession is to end and the
participants are to disperse;
(iv) The manner in which the participants will be transported to the place of
assembly and from the point of dispersal;
(v) The number and types of vehicles, if any, which are to form part of the
procession;
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(i) If notice is given later than seven days before the date on which the gathering
is to be held, the reason why it was not given timeously;
(j) If a petition or any other document is to be handed over to any person, the
place where and the person to whom it is to be handed over.

(4) If a local authority does not exist or is not functioning in the area where a
gathering is to be held, the convener shall give notice as contemplated in this
section to the magistrate of the district within which that gathering is to be held or
to commence, and such magistrate shall thereafter fulfill the functions, exercise
the powers and discharge the duties conferred or imposed by this Act on a
responsible officer in respect of such gathering.

(5) (a) When a member of the Police receives information regarding a proposed
gathering and if he has reason to believe that notice in terms of subsection (1)
has not yet been given to the responsible officer concerned, he shall forthwith
furnish such officer with such information.
(b) When a responsible officer receives information other than that contemplated
in paragraph (a) regarding a proposed gathering of which no notice has been
given to him, he shall forthwith furnish the authorized member concerned with
such information.
(c) Without derogating from the duty imposed on a convener by subsection (1),
the responsible officer shall, on receipt of such information, take such steps as
he may deem necessary, including the obtaining of assistance from the Police, to
establish the identity of the convener of such gathering, and may request the
convener to comply with the provisions of this Chapter.

Consultations, negotiations, amendment of notices, and conditions

4. (1) If a responsible officer receives notice in terms of section 3(2), or other
information regarding a proposed gathering comes to his attention, he shall
forthwith consult with the authorized member regarding the necessity for
negotiations on any aspect of the conduct of, or any condition with regard to, the
proposed gathering.

(2) (a) If, after such consultation, the responsible officer is of the opinion that
negotiations are not necessary and that the gathering may take place as
specified in the notice or with such amendment of the contents of the notice as
may have been agreed upon by him and the convener, he shall notify the
convener accordingly.
(b) If, after such consultation, the responsible officer is of the opinion that
negotiations are necessary, he shall forthwith call a meeting between himself
and-
(i) The convener;
(ii) The authorized member;
(iii) Any other responsible officers concerned, if any; and
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(iv) Representatives of such other public bodies, including local authorities, police
community consultative forums and peace committees, as in the opinion of such
responsible officer or officers ought to be present at such meeting, in order to
discuss any amendment of the contents of the notice and such conditions
regarding the conduct of the gathering as he may deem necessary.
(c) At the meeting contemplated in paragraph (b) discussions shall be held on the
contents of the notice amendments thereof or additions thereto and the
conditions, if any. to be imposed in respect of the holding of the gathering so as
to meet the objects of this Act.
(d) The responsible officer shall endeavor to ensure that such discussions take
place in good faith.

(3) If a convener has been notified in terms of subsection (2) (a) or has not,
within 24 hours after giving notice in terms of section 3(2), been called to a
meeting in terms of subsection (2)(b) of this section, the gathering may take
place in accordance with the contents of the notice and in accordance with the
provisions of section 8, but subject to the provisions of sections 5 and 6.

(4) (a) If agreement is reached at the meeting contemplated in subsection (2) (b)
the gathering may take place in accordance with the contents of the notice,
including amendments, if any, to such contents, on which agreement was
reached at the meeting, but subject to the provisions of sections 5 and 6.

(b) If at a meeting contemplated in subsection (2)(b) agreement is not reached on
the contents of the notice or the conditions regarding the conduct of the
gathering, the responsible officer may, if there are reasonable grounds therefore,
of his own accord or at the request of an authorized member impose conditions
with regard to the holding of the gathering to ensure-
(i) That vehicular or pedestrian traffic, especially during traffic rush hours, is least
impeded; or
(ii) An appropriate distance between participants in the gathering and rival
gatherings; or
(iii) Access to property and workplaces; or
(iv) The prevention of injury to persons or damage to property.
(c) A responsible officer who imposes any condition or refuses a request in terms
of paragraph (b) shall give written reasons therefore.

(5)  (a) The responsible officer shall ensure as soon as possible that a written
copy of the notice, including any amendment thereof and any condition imposed
and the reasons therefore, is handed to the convener and the authorized
member who, and to every party which, attended the meeting referred to in
subsection (2)(b): Provided that if the identity or whereabouts of the convener is
unknown, or if in view of the urgency of the case it is not practicable to deliver or
tender the said written notice and reasons to him, the notice shall forthwith,
notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in any other law contained, be
published in one or more of the following manners:
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(i) In a newspaper circulating where the gathering is to be held; or
(ii) By means of the radio or television; or
(iii) By the distribution thereof among the public and the affixing thereof in public
or prominent places where the gathering is to be held; or
(iv) By the announcement thereof orally where the gathering is to be held; or
(v) By affixing it in a prominent place at the address of the convener specified in
the notice.
(b) The convener and the authorized member shall, respectively, ensure that
every marshal and every member of the Police at the gathering know the
contents of the notice, including any amendment or condition, if any.

(6)  (a) If a gathering is postponed or delayed, the convener shall forthwith notify
the responsible officer thereof and the responsible officer may call a meeting as
contemplated in subsection (2)(b), and thereupon the provisions of subsections
(2)(c) and (d), (3), (4) and (5) shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the gathering in
question.
(b) If a gathering is cancelled or called off, the convener shall forthwith notify the
responsible officer thereof and the notice given in terms of section 3 shall lapse.

(7) If a responsible officer is notified as contemplated in subsection (6) (a) or (b),
he shall forthwith notify the authorized member accordingly.

Prevention and prohibition of gathering

 5. (1) When credible information on oath is brought to the attention of a
responsible officer that there is a threat that a proposed gathering will result in
serious disruption of vehicular or pedestrian traffic, injury to participants in the
gathering or other persons, or extensive damage to property, and that the Police
and the traffic officers in question will not be able to contain this threat, he shall
forthwith meet or, if time does not allow it, consult with the convener and the
authorized member, if possible, and any other person with whom, he believes, he
should meet or consult, including the representatives of any peace committee or
police community consultative forum in order to consider the prohibition of the
gathering.

(2) If, after the meeting or consultation referred to in subsection

(1), the responsible officer is on reasonable grounds convinced that no
amendment contemplated in section 4(2) and no condition contemplated in
section 4(4)(b) would prevent the occurrence of any of the circumstances
contemplated in subsection (1), he may prohibit the proposed gathering.

(3) If the responsible officer decides to prohibit the gathering, he shall in a
manner contemplated in section 4(5) (a), notify the convener, authorized member
and every other person with whom he has so met or consulted, of the decision
and the reasons therefore.
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Reviews and appeals

6. (1) (a) Whenever a condition is imposed in regard to a gathering in terms of
section 4(4)(b) or when a gathering is prohibited in terms of section 5(2), the
convener of such gathering may apply to an appropriate magistrate for the
setting aside of such prohibition or the setting aside or amendment of such
condition, and the magistrate may refuse or grant the application.
(b)  Whenever an authorized member in terms of section 4(4)(b) requests that a
particular condition be imposed and the request is refused, or whenever
information contemplated in section 5(1) is brought to the attention of a
responsible officer and the gathering in question is not prohibited, an authorized
member may, if instructed thereto by the Commissioner or the district
commissioner of the South African Police for the area where the gathering is to
be held, apply to an appropriate magistrate to set aside such refusal or to prohibit
such gathering, as the case may be, and the magistrate may refuse or grant the
application.

(2) The rules made under section 6 of the Rules Board for Courts of Law Act,
1985 (Act No. 107 of 1985), if any, shall apply mutatis mutandis in respect of an
application referred to in subsection (1).

(3)  (a) An application in terms of subsection (1) (a) or (b) shall be made within 24
hours after the responsible officer has given notice in terms of section 4(5)(a) of
the imposition of, or the refusal to impose, the condition in question or the
prohibition of, or the refusal to prohibit, the gathering in question, and under no
circumstances later.
(b) Such condition shall, subject to any amendment thereof, remain in force until
set aside and such prohibition shall remain in force until set aside.
(c) No order as to costs shall be made by a magistrate in respect of an
application under subsection (1).

(4) A convener or authorized member referred to in subsection (1) (a) or (b), as
the case may be, may by means of an urgent application in accordance with the
Uniform Rules of the several Provincial and Local Divisions of the Supreme Court
of South Africa, appeal against any order made by a magistrate in terms of the
said subsections.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (1), (2) and (4), the convener
authorized member or any person whose rights may be affected by the holding of
a gathering or by its prohibition or by any term in a notice or any condition
imposed or failure to impose any condition in relation to a gathering may by
means of an urgent application in accordance with the Uniform Rules of the
several Provincial and Local Divisions of the Supreme Court of South Africa,
apply to an appropriate court for the striking, out or amendment of any, such term
or condition or the imposition of any other condition or for permission to hold or
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for a prohibition of, the gathering, and the court may strike out or amend any
such term or condition or impose any other condition or grant such permission or
prohibit the gathering, as it deems fit.

(6) (a) If a responsible officer or the Minister, or a court on application in terms of
the common law, has prohibited a gathering at any place, or if a magistrate or
court has upheld the prohibition of a gathering at any place or in the case of a
demonstration or gathering contemplated in section 7(1), the authorized member
concerned shall cause access to such place or any area adjacent thereto, to be
barred, and such place or area shall be kept closed or inaccessible to the public,
for such time as may be necessary to prevent the gathering from taking place.
(b) The authorized member shall, at the entrance to or in the vicinity of the place
or area in question or in a manner described in section 4(5)(a), give notice that
that place or area is so closed or inaccessible to members of the public.
(c) The police may take such steps to uphold the prohibition as are in the
circumstances reasonable and appropriate, including the steps contemplated in
section 9(2) (a) (i) and (ii) and, subject to paragraphs (c) and (e) of section 9(2),
the steps contemplated in paragraphs (b) and (d) of section 9(2).

CHAPTER 2

Demonstrations and gatherings in vicinity of courts, buildings of
Parliament and Union Buildings

7. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) all demonstrations and
gatherings-
(a) In any building in which a courtroom is situated, or at any place in the open air
within a radius of 100 metres from such building, on every day of the week,
except Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays; and
(b) In the areas defined in-
(i) Schedule 1; and
(ii) Schedule 2, are hereby prohibited.
(2) The provisions of subsection (1) shall not apply-
(a) To any demonstration or gathering referred to in subsection (1)(a) for which
permission has, on application to the magistrate of the district concerned, been
granted by him in writing; or
(b) Within the area contemplated in subsection (1)(b)(i), to any demonstration or
gathering within such area for which permission has, on application to the Chief
Magistrate of Cape Town, been granted by him in writing; or
(c) Within the area contemplated in subsection (1)(b)(ii), to a demonstration or
gathering within such area for which permission has, on application to the
Director-General: Office of the State President, been granted by him in writing.

(3) Any application for permission contemplated in subsection (2) shall be made
to the person empowered to grant such permission, within a reasonable time
before such demonstration or gathering is to take place.
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(4) When credible information on oath that there is a threat as contemplated in
section 5(1), is brought to the attention of a person who has already granted
permission in terms of subsection (2), he may, subject to the application, mutatis
mutandis, of the provisions of section 5, revoke such permission, and thereupon
the provisions of section 6(6) shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to the demonstration
or gathering in question.

CHAPTER 3

Conduct of gatherings and demonstrations

8. The following provisions shall apply to the conduct of gatherings and, where so
indicated, to the conduct of demonstrations:

(1) The convener shall appoint the number of marshals mentioned in the notice
or, if it was amended in terms of section 4, in the amended notice, to control the
participants in the gathering, and to take the necessary steps to ensure that the
gathering at all times proceeds peacefully and that the provisions of this section
and the applicable notice and conditions, if any, are complied with, and such
marshals shall be clearly distinguishable.

(2) The convener shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that all marshals of
the gathering and participants in the gathering or demonstration, as the case may
be, are informed timeously and properly of the conditions to which the holding of
the gathering or demonstration is subject.

(3) The gathering shall proceed and take place at the locality or on the route and
in the manner and during the times specified in the notice or, if it was amended,
in the amended notice, and in accordance with the contents of such notice and
the conditions, if any, imposed under section 4(4)(b), 6(1) or 6(5).

(4) Participants at a gathering or demonstration shall abide by any law in respect
of the carrying of dangerous weapons, and the convener and marshals, if any,
shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that the said laws are complied with.

(5) No person present at or participating in a gathering or demonstration shall by
way of a banner, placard, speech or singing or in any other manner incite hatred
of other persons or any group of other persons on account of differences in
culture, race, sex, language or religion.

(6) No person present at or participating in a gathering or demonstration shall
perform any act or utter any words which are calculated or likely to cause or
encourage violence against any person or group of persons.
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(7) No person shall at any gathering or demonstration wear a disguise or mask or
any other apparel or item which obscures his facial features and prevents his
identification.

(8) No person shall at any gathering or demonstration wear any form of apparel
that resembles any of the uniforms worn by members of the security forces,
including the Police and the South African Defence Force.

(9) The marshals at a gathering shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that-
(i) No entrance to any building or premises is so barred by participants that
reasonable access to the said building or premises is denied to any person;
(ii) No entrance to a building or premises in or on which is situated any hospital,
fire or ambulance station or any other emergency services, is barred by the
participants.

(10) No person shall, in any manner whatsoever, either before or during a
gathering or demonstration, compel or attempt to compel any person to attend,
join or participate in the gathering or demonstration, and the convener and
marshals, if any, shall take all reasonable steps to prevent any person from being
so compelled.

Powers of Police

9.   (1) If a gathering or demonstration is to take place, -whether or not in
compliance with the provisions of this Act, a member of the Police-
(a) May, if he has reasonable grounds to believe that the Police will not be able
to provide adequate protection for the people participating in such a gathering or
demonstration, notify the convener and such people accordingly;
(b) May prevent people participating in a gathering from proceeding to a different
place or deviating from the route specified in the relevant notice or any
amendment thereof or from disobeying any condition to which the holding of the
gathering is subject in terms of this Act;
(c) May, in the case of a responsible officer not receiving a notice in terms of
section 3(2) more than 48 hours before the gathering, restrict the gathering to a
place or guide the participants along a route, to ensure-
(i) That vehicular or pedestrian traffic, especially during traffic rush hours, is least
impeded, or an appropriate distance between participants in the gathering and
rival gatherings, or
(iii) Access to property and workplaces; or
(iv) The prevention of injury to persons or damage to property;
(d) May order any person or group of persons interfering or attempting to
interfere with a gathering or demonstration to cease such conduct and to remain
at a distance from such gathering or demonstration specified by him;
(e) May, when an incident, whether or not it results from the gathering or
demonstration, causes or may cause persons to gather at any public place, by
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notice in a manner contemplated in section 4(5) (a) specify an area considered
by him to be necessary for-
(i) The movement and operation of emergency personnel and vehicles; or
(ii) The passage of a gathering or demonstration; or
(iii) The movement of traffic; or
(iv) The exclusion of the public from the vicinity; or
(v) The protection of property; shall take such steps, including negotiations with
the relevant persons, as are in the circumstances reasonable and appropriate to
protect persons and property, whether or not they are participating in the
gathering or demonstration.

(2)   (a) In the circumstances contemplated in section 6(6) or if a member of the
Police of or above the rank of warrant officer has reasonable grounds to believe
that danger to persons and property, as a result of the gathering or
demonstration, cannot be averted by the steps referred to in subsection (1) if the
gathering or demonstration proceeds, the Police or such member, as the case
may be, may and only then, take the following steps:
(i) Call upon the persons participating in the gathering or demonstration to
disperse, and for that purpose he shall endeavor to obtain the attention of those
persons by such lawful means as he deems most suitable, and then,
(ii) In a loud voice order them in at least two of the official languages and, if
possible, in a language understood by the majority of the persons present, to
disperse and to depart from the place of the gathering or demonstration within a
time specified by him, which shall be reasonable.
(b) If within the time so specified the persons gathered have not so dispersed or
have made no preparations to disperse, such a member of the Police may order
the members of the Police under his command to disperse the persons
concerned and may for that purpose order the use of force, excluding the use of
weapons likely to cause serious bodily injury or death.
(c) The degree of force which may be so used shall not be greater than is
necessary for dispersing the persons gathered and shall be proportionate to the
circumstances of the case and the object to be attained.
(d) If any person who participates in a gathering or demonstration or any person
who hinders, obstructs or interferes with persons who participate in a gathering
or demonstration-
(i) Kills or seriously injures, or attempts to kill or seriously injure, or shows a
manifest intention of killing or seriously injuring, any person; or
(ii) Destroys or does serious damage to, or attempts to destroy or to do serious
damage to, or shows a manifest intention of destroying or doing serious damage
to, any immovable property or movable property considered to be valuable, such
a member of the Police of or above the rank of warrant officer may order the
members of the Police under his command to take the necessary steps to
prevent the action contemplated in subparagraphs (i) and (ii) and may for that
purpose, if he finds other methods to be ineffective or inappropriate, order the
use of force, including the use of firearms and other weapons.
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(e) The degree of force which may be so used shall not be greater than is
necessary for the prevention of the actions contemplated in subparagraphs (d)(i)
and (ii), and the force shall be moderated and be proportionate to the
circumstances of the case and the object to be attained.

(3) No common law principles regarding self-defence, necessity and protection of
property, shall be affected by the provisions of this Act.

Regulations

10.   The Minister may, subject to the provisions of section 9(2), make regulations
in regard to-
(a) The procedure to be followed when a gathering or demonstration is
dispersed;
(b) The use, and procedure to be followed before the use, of force against
participants in a gathering or demonstration; and
(c) Any other matter in regard to which it may be necessary to make regulations
in order to achieve the objects of this Act.

CHAPTER 4

Liability for damage arising from gatherings and demonstrations

11.  (1) If any riot damage occurs as a result of-
(a) A gathering, every organization on behalf of or under the auspices of which
that gathering was held, or, if not so held, the convener;
(b) A demonstration, every person participating in such demonstration, shall,
subject to subsection (2), be jointly and severally liable for that riot damage as a
joint wrongdoer contemplated in Chapter II of the Apportionment of Damages
Act, 1956 (Act No. 34 of 1956), together with any other person who unlawfully
caused or contributed to such riot damage and any other organization or person
who is liable therefor in terms of this subsection.

(2) It shall be a defence to a claim against a person or organization contemplated
in subsection (1) if such a person or organization proves-
(a) That he or it did not permit or connive at the act or omission which caused the
damage in question; and
(b) That the act or omission in question did not fall within the scope of the
objectives of the gathering or demonstration in question and was not reasonably
foreseeable; and
(c) That he or it took all reasonable steps within his or its power to prevent the act
or omission in question: Provided that proof that he or it forbade an act of the
kind in question shall not by itself be regarded as sufficient proof that he or it took
all reasonable steps to prevent the act in question.

(3) For the purposes of-
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(a) Recourse against, or contribution by, any person who, or organization which,
intentionally and unlawfully caused or contributed to the cause of any riot
damage; or
(b) Contribution by any person who, or organization which, is jointly liable for any
riot damage by virtue of the provisions of subsection (1), any person or
organization held liable for such damage by virtue of the provisions of subsection
(1) shall, notwithstanding the said provisions, be deemed to have been liable
therefore in delict.

(4) The provisions of this section shall not affect in any way the right, under the
common law or any other law, of a person or body to recover the full amount of
damages arising from the negligence, intentional act or omission, or delict of
whatever nature committed by, or at the behest of any other person.

Offences and penalties

12.  (1) Any person who-
(a) Convenes a gathering in respect of which no notice or no adequate notice
was given in accordance with the provisions of section 3; or
(b) After giving notice in accordance with the provisions of section 3, fails to
attend a relevant meeting called in terms of section 4(2)(b); or
(c) Contravenes or fails to comply with any provision of section in regard to the
conduct of a gathering or demonstration; or
(d) Knowingly contravenes or fails to comply with the contents of a notice or a
condition to which the holding of a gathering or demonstration is in terms of this
Act subject; or
(e) In contravention of the provisions of this Act convenes a gathering, or
convenes or attends a gathering or demonstration prohibited in terms of this Act;
or knowingly contravenes or fails to comply with a condition imposed in terms of
section 4(4)(b), 6(1) or 6(5); or
(g) Fails to comply with an order issued, or interferes with any steps taken, in
terms of section 9(1)(b), (c), (d) or (e) or (2)(a); or (h) contravenes or fails to
comply with the provisions of section 4(6); or
(i) Supplies or furnishes false information for the purposes of this Act; or
(j) Hinders, interferes with, obstructs or resists a member of the Police,
responsible officer, convener, marshal or other person in the exercise of his
powers or the performance of his duties under this Act or a regulation made
under section 10, shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction liable to a fine
not exceeding R20 000 or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year
or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

(2) It shall be a defence to a charge of convening a gathering in contravention of
subsection (1)(a) that the gathering concerned took place spontaneously.

Interpretation
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13.  (1) The provisions of this Act shall not be so construed as to detract from-
(a) The provisions of the-
(i) Control of Access to Public Premises and Vehicles Act, 1985 (Act No. 53 of
1985); or
(ii) Dangerous Weapons Act, 1968 (Act No. 71 of 1968); or
(iii) Arms and Ammunition Act, 1969 (Act No. 75 of 1969); or
(iv) Trespass Act, 1959 (Act No. 6 of 1959); or
(v) Criminal Procedure Act, 1977 (Act No. 51 of 1977); or
(b) The rights of any person regarding self-defence, necessity and protection of
property; or
(c) Any power conferred or duty imposed on the Minister or any member of the
Police or the public under any law or the common law.

(2) The provisions of section 111 of the Road Traffic Act, 1989 (Act No. 29 of
1989), shall not apply in respect of a gathering or demonstration held in
accordance with the provisions of this Act.

(3) For the purpose of this Act, where a convener has not been appointed in
terms of section 2(1), a person shall be deemed to have convened a gathering-
(a) If he has taken any part in planning or organizing or making preparations for
that gathering: or
(b) If he has himself or through any other person, either verbally or in writing,
invited the public or any section of the public to attend that gathering.

Conflict and repeal of laws

14.  (1) In the case of a conflict between the provisions of this Act and any other
law applicable in the area of jurisdiction of any local authority the provisions of
this Act shall prevail.

(2) The Acts specified in Schedule 3 are hereby repealed to the extent set out in
the third column of that Schedule.

Application of Act in self-governing territories

15.  (1) The State President may, at the request of the Minister after consultation
with the government of the self-governing territory in question, by proclamation in
the Gazette declare this Act to be in force in that self-governing territory.

(2) After such a proclamation has been issued this Act shall, notwithstanding
anything to the contrary contained in the Self-governing Territories Constitution
Act, 1971 (Act No. 21 of 1971), or any other law, apply in the self-governing
territory in question as if the legislation assembly and the executive government
of that self-governing territory do not have legislative and executive powers in
respect of matters dealt with in this Act or any regulation made there under.
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Short title and commencement

16.  This Act shall be called the Regulation of Gatherings Act, 1993, and shall
come into operation on a date fixed by the State President in consultation with
the Transitional Executive Council established by section 2 of the Transitional
Executive Council Act, 1993 (Act No. 151 of 1993), by proclamation in the
Gazette.

Schedule 1

The area bounded by the following streets in the City of Cape Town, namely
Queen Victoria Street from the point where Queen Victoria Street and Museum
Avenue meet, up to the point where Queen Victoria Street and Wale Street meet,
up to the point where Wale Street and St. George's Street meet, up to the point
where St. George's Street and Longmarket Street meet, up to the point where
Longmarket Street and Corporation Street meet, up to the point where
Corporation Street and Barrack Street meet, up to the point where Barrack Street
and Coffee Lane meet, up to the point where Coffee Lane and Commercial
Street meet, up to the point where Commercial Street and Nieuwmeester Street
meet, up to the point where Nieuwmeester Street and Hope Street meet, up to
the point where Hope Street and Tuinplein Street meet, up to the point where
Tuinplein Street and Vrede Street meet, up to the point where Vrede Street and
St. John's Street meet, up to the point where St. John's Street and Gallery
Avenue meet, up to the point where Gallery Avenue and Government Avenue
meet, up to the point where Government Avenue and Museum Avenue meet, up
to the point where Museum Avenue and Queen Victoria Street meet, including
the surface of the said streets and the pavement on either side thereof.

Schedule 2

The area in Pretoria bounded by the following:
(a) To the south, the continuing line 100 metres south of the south side of the
tarred road which is situated to the south of the Union buildings and which
connects Edmond Street and Government Avenue with one another.
(b) To the west, from the junction of Edmond Street and the tarred road referred
to in paragraph (a), the line extending due north up to the crest of Meintjieskop
and the line extending due south from the said junction up to where it intersects
the line referred to in paragraph (a).
(c) To the east, from the junction of Government Avenue and the tarred road
referred to in paragraph (a), the line extending due north up to the crest of
Meintjieskop and the line extending due south from the said junction up to where
it intersects the line referred to in paragraph (a).
(d) To the north, the line along the crest of Meintjieskop extending between the
northern points of the first-mentioned lines referred to in paragraphs (b) and (c).
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Schedule 3

ACTS REPEALED

No. and year of Act Short title Extent of repeal

No. 52 of 1973 Gatherings and
Demonstrations in the
Vicinity of Parliament Act,
1973,

The whole

No. 71 of 1982 Demonstrations in or
near Court Buildings
Prohibition Act, 1982

The whole

No. 74 of 1982 Internal Security Act,
1982

Sections 46(1) and (2),
47, 48, 49, 51, 53, 57 and
62

No. 103 of 1992 Gatherings and
Demonstrations at or the
whole near the Union
Buildings Act, 1992

The whole
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COVID-19 ALERT

DON’T PANIC
There is no need to panic – 82% of Covid-19 cases are mild: patients only  
experience a slight fever, fatigue and a cough. Only about 6% of patients need 
intensive care. The vast majority of people can stay at home and get better  
without hospital treatment.

SYMPTOMS
The most common symptoms are:
• cough
• fever
• sore throat
• shortness of breath

PREVENTATIVE TIPS
• Wash your hands regularly with soap or an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands.
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a flexed elbow or a tissue, then throw  

the tissue in the bin.
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.

https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
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